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SUBJECT: HAMDI KEYNOTES CYDA PLENARY; REAFFIRMS REFORM 
COMMITMENT 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN MAJOR ADDRESS DELIVERED IN TAIZ 
YESTERDAY ON OCCASION OF THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF CON- 
FEDERATION YEMEN DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATIONS (CYDA), 

COMMAND COUNCIL AND CYDA CHAIRMAN AL-HAMDI REAFFIRMED 
REGIME'S COMMITMENT TO WIDE-RANGING DOMESTIC 

REFORMS AND SEVERELY SCORED THOSE WHO ATTEMPTING INTRODUCE 
NEW ERA OF INSTABILITY INTO YEMENI POLITICAL LIFE. 

SPEECH- WHICH WAS ENTH IASTICALLY RECEIVED-VIEWED 
AS PART OF HAMDI'S ON-GOING "SHOW THE FLAG" CAMPAIGN 

WHICH IN RECENT DAYS HAS TAKEN HIM THROUGHOUT COASTAL 
TIHAMA AND SOUTHERN REGION OF YEMEN IN EFFORT TO MOBILIZE 
POPULAR SUPPORT FOR REGIME. END SUMMARY. 

2. CYDA MEETING WAS THIRD SUCH PLENARY SESSION SINCE 
ORGANIZATION FORMED APRIL 1973. MEETING FOLLOWS 
COMPLETION LOCAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD ELECTIONS WHICH 
HAMDI INITIATED EARLIER THIS YEAR IN LARGELY SUCCESSFUL 
ATTEMPT TO REPLACE CONSERVATIVE TRIBAL FIGURES WITH 
YOUNGER, MORE PROGRESSIVE REPRESENTATIVES 
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TO CYDA LNAG STANDING, AS HE WAS ONE OF ORGANIZATION'S 
FOUNDERS AND HAS BEEN CYDA CHAIRMAN SINCE 1973. NUMBER OF LOCAL 
BOARDS HAS INCREASED OVER PAST YEAR FROM 60 TO PRESENT TOTAL 
OF 103. 

3. IN HIS NOVEMBER 23 SPEECH, HAMDI LAID GREAT STRESS 
ON VALUE OF POLITICAL STABILITY AND SAID THAT NO YEMENI 
WANTED OR WOULD SUPPORT RETURN TO "FIRES" OF CIVIL WAR. 

NO SPECIFIC MENTION MADE OF SHAIKH ABDULLAH B. HUSAYN AL-AHMAR 
AND HIS ERSTWHILE ALLIES, ALTHOUGH THE INFERENCE WAS CLEAR. 

AT SAME TIME, NO ATTEMPT MADE TO MOLLIFY CONSERVATIVE 
CRITICS OF THE REGIME WHO HAVE CALLED FOR DECENTRALIZATION OF 
EXECUTIVE POWER AND THE IMMEDIATE SCHEDULING OF NEW 
ELECTIONS FOR THE MAJLIS AL-SHURA (CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY). 
INSTEAD, HAMDI RENEWED THEMES PROMINENT IN HIS DISCUSSIONS 
OVER LAST SEVERAL MONTHS AND F.MPH A SIXF.D THAT POLITICAL, SOCIAL, 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS ESSENTIAL TO CREATION OF A MODERN 
YEMEN. HE INDICATED THAT REFORM MEASURES NOT DIRECTED AT 
ANY INDIVIDUAL OR FACTION BUT WERE SOLELY FOR REVITALIZATION 
OF ANTIQUATED YEMENI INSTITUTIONS AND FOR BENEFIT 
OF ALL YEMENIS REGARDLESS OF REGIONAL OR TRIBAL DIFFERENCES. 
RECENT ELECTION REFORMS IN CYDA WERE BUT ONE EXAMPLE OF KIND 
OF CHANGES NECESSARY TO CREATE MODERN AND TRULY DEMOCRATIC 
YEMENI STATE. 

4. THERE HAS BEEN SPECULATION FOR SOME TIME THAT 

BEHIND NEW DEVELOPMENT BOARD ELECTIONS IS HAMDI MANEUVER 
TO GRADUALLY TRANSFORM CYDA FROM STRICTLY DEVELOPMENTAL 
TO MORE OVERTLY POLITICAL PURPOSES. THIS THEORY ENHANCED 
YESTERDAY BY HAMDI S ASSERTION THAT HE EXPECTED CYDA TO 
DISCUSS NOT JUST DEVELOPMENTAL MATTERS DURING THIS WEEK'S 
COLLOQUY BUT TO DISCUSS AS WELL "THE AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTRY AS A 
WHOLE". RESULT OF SUCH DISCUSSION WILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
BE OPEN SUPPORT FOR THE ELECTORAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
REFORM PROGRAM APPROVED EARLIER BY THE COMMAND COUNCIL. 

SUCH SUPPORT IMPORTANT FOR HAMDI AT THIS POINT IN 
IN TIME AS WOULD LEND FURTHER LEGITIMATION TO HIS 
REGIME BY A POPULAR ASSEMBLY WHICH-ALTHOUGH NOT 
QUITE A SURROGATE MAJLIS AL-SHURA-IS NEVERTHELESS A 
QUASI-GO VERNMENTAL ORGAN OF INCREASING IMPORTANCE IN THE 
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